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FY 2009, 3rd Quarter  Message from the Executive Director 

Hello Advocates! 
 

I am delighted to be writing my first message for The Link. It has been a  
wonderful 3 months since I started in the Executive Director position and I have 
thoroughly enjoyed every minute of it. What I have come to understand in short 
order is that I am truly blessed to have the opportunity to lead an organization 
with an incredibly dedicated staff and amazing group of volunteers. The work 
that you each do is critical to the future achievements and success of the  
child(ren) with whom you work. 
 
Recently I had the pleasure of joining Ruth Laughlin for a presentation at C.O.D. 
She had the opportunity to speak to an advocacy class about the role of the  
advocate as well as what CASA of DuPage County does. Though I can speak 
very well to what we do as an organization, it was quite moving to hear Ruth  
discuss it with these students. The work you do as a CASA is not for everyone: 
you see and hear things you would have never imagined; you see bureaucracy 
first hand and at times you see a side of this community most never see.  
Alternatively, you also have the joy of seeing a child adopted by a loving family,  
children reunited with their loved ones and a child that despite the odds, ends up 
doing well and thriving in society. 
 
I am both honored and humbled to represent you and your work and though I 
have met many of you, there are still many I have yet to meet. Please don’t be a 
stranger when you are in the county complex for court. You are always welcome 
at the CASA office so stop in next time you are around and say hello! 
 
As always, if you have any comments, questions, suggestions or concerns you 
can contact me or your supervisor any time. 
 
Take good care- 

We Need YOUR Ideas!  
The CASA staff would like to rename the advocate newsletter and we are look-
ing to you for ideas! We encourage you to send your ideas for the new newslet-
ter title to lisa@dupagecasa.org. The creative force behind the name chosen will 
receive one of CASA’s much-admired blue coffee mugs! So put on your thinking 
caps and let your creative juices flow!  

Deadline for idea submission is Friday March 19th.  
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Upcoming CEC Opportunities 
 

Bridges Out of Poverty: Strategies for  
Professionals and Communities 

 
Saturday,  February  20th  

8:30am – 4pm 
Hewitt Associates, 4 Overlook Point, Lincolnshire 

Cost:  $10 (incl continental breakfast & lunch) 
 
This is an annual event sponsored by Lake County 
CASA and is a workshop that focuses on economic 
diversity with an emphasis on identify and overcom-
ing prejudices about those who live in poverty.  
 
To register, visit www.casalakecounty.com 
 
CEC:  6 
 

Brown Bag 
Tuesday,  February 23rd  

11:30am –1:30pm 
CASA Office 

 
Our speaker will be Jean Pagorek, former DCFS Su-
pervisor currently contracted with the GALs to con-
duct home visits and report back.  She will speak on 
what GALs are looking for and what she finds during 
these visits. 
 
CEC:  2 
 

Book Discussion Group  
Thursday, March 11th 

7pm – 9pm 
Faith Lutheran Church, 31 N. Park Blvd,  

Glen Ellyn 
 
Our book will be "Manic" by Terry Cheney; a personal 
memoir of her experiences with bi-polar disorder. 
 
CEC: 3  
 
 
If you have ideas regarding topics you would like to 
see covered, please contact Ruth Laughlin at 
ruth@dupagecasa.org. Also, if you hear about rele-
vant CEC opportunities for advocates please let the 
staff know and we can add it to the CASA calendar. 
 

Welcome New Advocates! 

Continuing Education Highlights  

Fall 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(not pictured in order) Tony Cantore, Danielle 
Coats, Julaine DeMonte , Betsy Dudak, Sheryl Gelt-
ner, Lisa King, Margaret McNamara, Denise Nolan, 
Hanan Palz, Victoria Perrault, Bruce Rosenquist, Jill 
Rahn, Holly Sconce, Elizabeth Stefanski, Joyce 
Zimmerman  

June 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(not pictured in order) Anita Ball, Joan Campion, 
Michael Edwards,  Kathy Effinger, Rob Effinger, 
Zhavonne Haynes, Lynn Hoene, David McIntyre, 
Rita Nathanson, Diane Piagnarelli, Mary Rhodes, 
Wendy Spears, Jessica Wilson, Karen Venditti, 
Jessica Wollage 
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A Message from Ruth Laughlin  
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 CASA of DuPage has Partnered 
with the  13 th Annual Wrigley 

Start Early Run 
 

 
 

The Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company is happy 
to sponsor the 13th Annual Wrigley Start 
Early Run and Pledge Walk, benefiting 
Voices for Illinois Children and Prevent 
Child Abuse.  This event will include chip
-timed 5K and 10K runs, 5K and one-
mile walks and a free kids dash for chil-
dren under the age of 10.  The date of 
the walk/run is April 10, 2010 and will be-
gin at 8:00 a.m. in Grant Park, Chicago.  

  

Can you give three or four hours on an 
early spring day to help prevent child 
abuse and make lives better for Illinois 
children and their families? Wouldn't it 
be great if we could raise money for 
CASA of DuPage at the same 
time?  Well, we can!  If we send at least 
20 walkers and/or runners to participate 
on the day of the event, CASA of 
DuPage is eligible to keep 75% of the 
money raised for every walker or runner 
that registers under the CASA of 
DuPage name.  

  

Register now at www.signmeup.com for 
the Wrigley Start Early Run  on 
4/10/2010 and be sure to specify CASA 
of DuPage  as your team!  Don’t want to 

pay the $5 fee to have your packet 
mailed to you and don’t have time to 
drive to Chicago to pick it up?  CASA will 
pick them up and have them available at 
the CASA office the week before the 
race. 

Please contact Karen Patton at 630-221-
0889 x308 or karen@dupagecasa.org 
with questions.  
  

 Calling all Golfing  
Superheroes! 

 
Mark your calendars now! Monday, May 
24, 2010 is the date for the 
CASA of DuPage 2010 Su-
perheroes Golf Outing!  This 
event will be held at Arrow-
head Golf Course  
and include a variety of con-
tests with a "crazy golf" for-
mat for the day! Registration 
and partnership information coming 
soon! 
 

$600 per Foursome/ 
$150 per Golfer 

 
Registration includes 18 holes of golf, 

cart, lunch, dinner and goodies! 
10:30 Check-in and Lunch 

12:30 Shotgun Start 
5:30 – 7:30 Reception and Dinner 

 
Two foursomes for this event sup-

ports one abused or neglected child 
in the family court system with a 

CASA for one year.  
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�2010 DuPage County Court Holidays 
 

February 12 – Lincoln’s Birthday 

February 15 – Washington’s Birthday 

May 31 – Memorial Day 

July 5- Independence Day 

September 6 –Labor Day 

October 11 – Columbus Day 

November 11 – Veteran’s Day 

November 25 – Thanksgiving 

November 26 – Day after Thanksgiving 

December 24 – Christmas Day (observed) 

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

ACTIVE CHILDREN

ASSIGNED ADVOCATES

YTD CHILDREN SERVED

����������	
������
����
��������������������������� �����
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
 Month ACTIVE CHILDREN ASSIGNED ADVOCATES YTD CHILDREN SERVED 

1/09 262 112 311 

1/10 246 118 302 
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