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Wow, we have just completed another fiscal year with a couple of records!  
First, the number of abuse and neglect cases to which CASA was appointed 
(276) and the second, CASA of DuPage County sent a volunteer Advocate to 
the National CASA Conference in Washington, DC! 
 
First, the record number of cases  to which were assigned is particularly impres-
sive when I consider how many miles, hours, blood, sweat and tears each child 
receives from each advocate. Even as we appear to run out  of available advo-
cates someone always steps up to the plate and accepts another case. 
 
The Staff and Board of Directors are in awe of 
the level of commitment and involvement that 
each of you bring to the children you are as-
signed.  Without you we would not be able to 
assist the Court in the important work of making 
sure the best interests of the children are being 
served.  Thank you from all of us. 
 
I came across a quote recently that implies to me why you give of yourselves so 
freely.  The quote is from Pablo Casals, a Spanish musician, “I feel the capacity 
to care is the thing which gives life its deepest significance.” 
 
Secondly, we are very excited that we were able to send an Advocate to the 
National CASA conference in June.  Kathy Gajewski, Class of Spring 2007, 
won the opportunity to attend the conference at our 15th Anniversary celebration 
which was held in April.  Kathy attended the conference with staffers Beth 
Brownson, Kathy Bondi and Christina Thomas, and all four reported that they 
had a great time, and learned a lot.   In addition to the conference Kathy was 
able to participate in the March on Congress event that Illinois CASA arranged 
to bring awareness of CASA’s $5 Million appropriation that is before both the 
Illinois House and Senate.   It is our hope that we can continue to offer the op-
portunity of attending the National conference to an Advocate every year; the 
experience invigorates the soul and inspires to reach for the stars when it 
comes to serving the best interests of the children in the court system. 
 

JB Winterberry in downtown Wheaton continues their program of "giving" by 
acknowledging CASA of DuPage County. CASA will receive 10% of all sales 
generated at JB Winterberry on Friday,  July 18.  JB Winterberry is proud to 
bring recognition to this group. Please stop by on July 18th as the "JB 
Gives"  program donates to CASA of DuPage County.  JB Winterberry is an 
antique, gift and home decor shop located at 124 N. Main St., Wheaton, IL. For 
more information, please call 630-653-9667.   
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Continuing Education Credits 
(formerly called in-services) 

 
Yup, in-services have been given a new name, 
one that reflects what they are much more than 
the term “in-service” ever did.  We’ll refer to 
them as CEC for short. 
 
There has been much discussion of late among 
the CASA staff on this very subject.  We have 
(finally!) realized that, in spite of how important 
this requirement is, there has never been a 
document that details the subject. 
 
Well, now there is!  This document will be in-
cluded in the training manuals of the future and 
is also available on our website under 
“Advocate Resources”.  Let me tell you the 
thinking behind it. 
 
We have tended to get so caught up in the ful-
fillment of the requirement that we have some-
times overlooked the spirit of it.  Rather than the 
objective being to achieve 12 CEC per year, the 
objective is to continue learning, to become 
more informed advocates.  With the focus on 
the objective of learning (rather than on comply-
ing) we have revisited how many credits can be 
issued for particular activities.  For the most 
part, there is little change, and we have simply 
put in writing what we have already been prac-
ticing.  Typically, the number of credits earned 
will approximate the number of hours spent in 
an educational opportunity. 
 
The main area of departure from the past in-
volves the reading/viewing of books/videos.  Up 
to 50% of the CEC will be able to come from 
these.  This is because of the insulated nature 
of those experiences; we feel exposure to the 
thoughts and perspectives of others is impor-
tant, so at least half of the CEC will be required 
to come from any fashion of those types of ex-
periences. 
 
Please make an effort to become familiar with 
this document – it is what will govern decisions, 

policies and procedures.  We are, of course, 
available to answer any questions you have. 
 
Here is a listing of the CEC opportunities that 
are scheduled through the end of 2008.  Only 
CASA generated activities are listed – for pre-
approved community based opportunities, 
please refer to the CEC Calendar on the web-
site. As events are added to the CASA gener-
ated list, blast emails will be sent. 
 

· July 29th, 11:30 to 1:30, CASA office – 
Brown Bag Lunch with speaker Brenda 
Carroll, Legal Aid Director 

· August 26th, 11:30 to 1:30, CASA office – 
Brown Bag Lunch with Speaker John 
Ellison of DCFS 

· September 30th, 11:30 to 1:30, CASA of-
fice – Brown Bag Lunch, topic TBD 

· October 28th, 11:30 to 1:30, CASA office 
– Brown Bag Lunch, topic TBD 

 
(Stay tuned regarding Brown Bag Lunch events 
for November and December; they may be can-
celled due to the last Tuesdays’ proximity to 
holidays) 
 
Pre-Service Training 
 

· September 15, 18, 22, 25 and 29; Octo-
ber 2, 6, 9, 13 and 16 from 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m. on Jorie Blvd. in Oak Brook 

· Agenda is being finalized:  once it is, it 
will be distributed via email and each 
session will also be identified on the 
website calendar 

 
And lastly, exciting news!  Jean Ortega-Peron 
has agreed to speak to us about her role as the 
DCFS Guardian!  The details are being worked 
out, but be assured – you will be kept informed.  
It will be sometime in the Fall. 
 
Please let me hear from you with ideas or topics 
you’d like pursued.  Also, information on venues 
is always welcome.  Thanks for your thoughts, 
your opinions, your participation, your enthusi-
asm! 
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Sometimes systems fail.  On the more fortunate 
occasions, someone appears to pick up the slack. 
 
A long-time and dear friend of mine had an ex-
perience a few months ago that illustrates this 
beautifully, at least to my metaphor-loving mind. 
 
My friend is in her 70’s and works part-time at a 
job that requires her to spend a couple days a 
week in Chicago.  On those days, she packs up 
her laptop and takes the Blue Line train into the 
Loop. This train goes underground at Damen 
Avenue and returns to daylight on the other side 
of the Chicago River.  In mid-April, there was a 
train failure that resulted in trapping 4 trains un-
derground and the shutting off of electrical power.  
The only illumination came from emergency lights 
on the walls of the tunnel in which they were 
trapped.  After spending over an hour on the train 
in darkness, my friend and the other passengers 
evacuated.  She stepped out of the train onto a 
catwalk wide enough to accommodate only one 
person.  Shortly after beginning her trek from the 
underground, she saw a sign that said “next exit – 
400 feet”.  An exit, mind you, is not a station or a 
stop – it is simply access to ground level and is 
meant for CTA employees.  On this catwalk were 
occasional stop and go light posts for the trains; 
the passengers had to negotiate around these 
poles with all their gear.  There was tunnel wall on 
one side and an abyss on the other.  It was with 
the exit itself that the real torture for my friend be-
gan.  The exit consisted of a seemingly endless 
stairway with steep and narrow steps and no 
place to stop until daylight was visible through 
metal plates on the sidewalk above.  At that point, 
there was a small landing with a narrow ledge 
and a vertical ladder to street level. My friend, 
who also has very arthritic knees, collapsed on 

that ledge.  Her distress was evident.  A younger 
woman, who had been behind her, encouraged 
her to resume the climb and finish.  My friend re-
plied “I can’t do it anymore”.  This other woman 
said she’d help, took my friend’s laptop, adding it 
to her own gear.  My friend found the resolve to 
return to the ladder but when she was on it, 
couldn’t get her legs to move.  At this point, she 
could see 2 CTA employees on the sidewalk 
above who were helping people out.  The person 
behind her – she has no idea who it was – was 
pushing her up via her rear end, overcoming the 
gravity my friend was too depleted to overcome 
by her own power. 
 
She made it to the top with no idea of where in 
Chicago she was and immediately sat on a curb 
to start recovering.  A homeless man came up to 
her, put his hand on her shoulder and said, 
“Lady?  Lady?  Are you all right?”.  Thank good-
ness for the kindness of strangers. 
 
We all know that sometimes unfortunate things 
simply happen – it doesn’t make anybody bad.  
Here is the real insult, though: on the news that 
day and night, the CTA seriously downplayed the 
event, one source asserting that people were in-
convenienced for only about 25 minutes.  My 
friend’s experience was 2 brutal hours, all told.  
The next day, Mayor Daley really let the CTA 
have it, after which the CTA saw fit to publicly ac-
knowledge their ownership of this occurrence and 
to apologize to those affected. 
 
Ordinary private citizens can provide an experi-
ence of the human spirit that an institution cannot.  
Whether directly or indirectly, we do for our kids - 
and often for the natural and foster parents – 
what those strangers did for my friend. 
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Our very own Website Wonder Woman (this is what we in the office call her), Denise Niesman, has 
added a link to the Positive Parenting website (under Advocate Resources).  This is one of the most 
potent websites out there – it is rich in its information and in its links to yet other resources.   Try to 
spend some time there, and let us hear about what you learn. 
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Join us August 4, 2008 for the  
4th Annual Golf Outing!      
 
Spend the day at Stone-
bridge Country Club enjoying 
18 holes of golf on this pri-
vate, championship course.  
The cost is $250 per Golfer, 
$1,000 per Foursome. 
The day begins at 11:30 a.m. 
for registration, lunch and complimentary chair 
massage provided by Massage Envy.  Scope 
out the silent auction items and place your bids 
early!  With a 1:00 Individual play with Shotgun 
start, you will have chances to win prizes 
throughout the course. Immediately after golf 
there will be a cash bar reception, with passed 
appetizers, followed by a plated dinner. Guests 
are welcome to join for dinner only.  Pricing and 
all additional information is posted on the web-
site. Volunteer opportunities are also available 
during this event.  Contact Christina at 630-221
-0889 X 308  or Christina@dupagecasa.org. 

 
2008 Illinois CASA State Conference  

Links to Success  
September 19-20, 2008 

Springfield Hilton 
 
Highlights will include “How to Begin Special 
Education Services”,  a Foster Care Panel, 
“The CASA-Foster Care Partnership” with John 
Ellison of DCFS returning from last year and 
guest speaker Mary Peterson, author of Jason, 

Ward of the State and a 
Cook County CASA. 
 
Finally, a poverty simulation 
which was created as a 
way to help people under-

stand the realities of poverty .Friday evening 
will conclude with a social hour. Saturday will 
include the awards luncheon where the Advo-
cate of the Year and the Judge Anthony 
Picarelli Award will be handed out as well as 
the addition of a new award “Champion for Chil-
dren.” 
 

Register and pay online at www.illinoiscasa.org   
Early bird registration is $50.00 and must be 
postmarked by August 22. Registration re-
ceived after August 23rd will require an addi-
tional $10.00. For more information, contact Illi-
nois CASA at (309) 683-8788 or car-
rie@illinoiscasa.org 
 
In Other Event News 
 
April 19th, 2008, was the 
celebration of CASA’s 
15th Anniversary. We are 
proud to announce that 
we raised close to 
$20,000 during the eve-
ning.  Kramer Tree Spe-
cialists donated a leaf -
less tree to us, which 
in-turn was spray painted 
white and flooded with 
blue ribbons. Each ribbon 
tied to the tree represented the number of chil-
dren CASA has served throughout the past 15 
years.  Advocate Raj A. and wife Mutka 
guessed correctly with over 800 ribbons tied to 
the tree! Although, they were not the only win-
ners during this celebration, they were joined by 
Linda Skea, Karen Helm, Anne Wentz, Kim 
Cobb, Gloria Griseto and Kathy Gajewski! Con-
gratulations Advocates, I hope you have en-
joyed your goodies!  Kay also took the opportu-
nity to put two very special people in the spot-
light that night. Betty Bradshaw and Nancy 
Battaglia have supported CASA for many 
years;  their dedication and commitment to              

                   

(Continued on page 7) 
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Case Assignments 
 
Advocates assigned to new 
cases:  Judy Bieniek, Kim 
Cobb, Judy Curley, Erin Gilbert, 
Pat Green, Marion Harless, 
Lisa Hendrickson, Dave 
Johnsen, Orysia Killion, Kris 
Leston, Margaret Manietta, 
Susan Marello, Susan McKenna, Tom Murphy, 
Holly Osterman, Barbara Rupp, Ted Semon and 
Laura Weubbe. 
 
Advocates whose cases have closed: 
Jan Courter, Pam Curtin, Judie Elenbaas, 
Shevawn Everett, Kathy Gajewski, Pat Green, 
Wynn Kamps, Claudia Kappel, Amy Schwartz, 
Mishan Talbert and Anne Wentz. 
 
Thank you for ALL you do! 
 
 
Financial News 
 
CASA gratefully 
acknowledges the generous support of the 
following organizations: 
 
· Glen Ellyn Infant Welfare Society - $5,276.00 
· Illinois Attorney General - $4,000.00 
· Wheaton Junior Woman’s Club - $2,015.00 
· Cole Exner Memorial Fund of The DuPage 

Community Foundation - $1,500.00  
· St. Isaac Jogues Church  $1,000.00 
· Knox Presbyterian Church - $500.00 
· Exchange Club of West DuPage County - 

$500.00 
· Naperville Noon Lions Foundation - $500.00 
· Clarendon Hills Woman’s Club - $500.00 
· Fifth District Junior Woman’s Club - $175.00 
 
 
 
 

A special Thank You to all the 
volunteers who worked during Rib-
fest 2008! 
 
Connie Puchalski, Denise, Di and Donna 
Niesman, Mary McAuliffe, Diane Garcia, 
Theresa Wilkie, Sonje Roehl, Kathy Embry, 
Julia Bronge, Anita and Ray Thomas, Adam 

Hitchman, Ed Hedeen, Trey Smith, Kristin Dixon, 
Taryn Hettlinger, Dick Winchell, Lisa Buchanan, 
Donna Marcel, Tom and Margaret Murphy, Dave 
Johnson, Nancy Battaglia, Bob Barrett, Kathy 
Gajewski, Lois and Jose Seijo, Karen and Dallas 
Himm, The Carmignani Family, Mariann 
Brousard, Connie Shipman, and The Kohl’s 
Department Stores! Thank you so much for all of 
your time and energy!  I hope everyone had fun! 
 
       

�

Lorraine Balsitis Julie Chappel 

Kim Cobb Judy Curley 

Barbara Galitz Karen Helm 

Wynn Kamps Mary Anne Kiser 

Kathryn List Karen Lutz 

Wendy McCaffrey Peggy McGrath 

Maria McTarnaghan Mary Pat Mittelstaedt 

Cindy Muller Marsonne Myers 

Julie O’Brien Mary O’ Connell 

Patricia Orler Avani Patel 

Kathleen Pervan Dawn Putnam 

Vicki Russo Ted Semon 

John Sheehan Linda Skea 

Mishan Talbert Ray Wielgos 

Dick Winchell Anne Zeidman 

Karen Zeller   
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Summer Vacation Reminder 
 
The summer months have arrived and that 
means vacation time.  If you are planning on 
traveling and being away for any period of 
time, please notify your Advocate Supervisor, 
so they can stay on top of any case issues 
while you are away. 
 
Congratulations to Neal Cerne, Board 
President 
 
Please join us in congratulating Neal Cerne 
on his selection to be an Associate Judge in 
the Eighteenth Judicial Circuit.  He will as-
sume the bench in August.  Neal is a partner 
in the family law firm of Cerne & McSwain in 
Wheaton. 
 
Welcome back Judge Riggs! 
 
The Honorable Thomas Riggs has returned to 
juvenile court effective, July 7th.  Judge Riggs 
assumes the bench in Courtroom 3000 re-
placing The Honorable Richard Stock who 
has accepted an assignment on the second 
floor.  In addition to courtroom duty Judge 
Riggs has also assumed the role of Supervis-
ing Judge for Juvenile Court. 
 
Welcome  Tim Daw & Jeff Thompson to the 
CASA Board of Directors 
 
 Tim Daw, of Homewood, and Jeff Thompson, 
of Aurora, were recently elected to three year 
terms to the board of directors. Mr. Daw is a 
Senior Partner with the law firm of Schiller, 
DuCanto and Fleck, Ltd. practicing family law.  
He and his wife, Eileen, have two children 
ages 12 and 15.  Mr. Thompson is a Senior 
Executive and MBA with extensive  
Information Technology, management con-
sulting and operations management experi-
ence leading strategic change and organiza-
tional improvement initiatives.  Mr. Thompson 
has held management positions with LaSalle 
Bank, Towers Perrin and Deloitte & Touche. 
He and his wife Kathi, have two children ages 
14 and 9.  
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Number of Active Advocates 123 

Number of Advocates Trained:    32 

Children Served:    276 

Number of New Cases:     88 

Number of Cases Closed:    61 

Gender of Children Served: 

Male    134 

Female    142 

Ethnicity of Children Served:  

Caucasian   152 

African American    68 

Hispanic/Latino    40 

Other      4 

Unknown      3 

Native American      2 

Bi-Racial      4 

Asian        3 

Ages of Children Served:  

0-5    113 

6-11       63 

12-17       73 

18+       27 

Type of Petition:   

Neglect    161 

Physical Abuse    81 

Sexual Abuse   11 

Dependency    21 

Delinquency                           2 

Advocates completing 12 hours of 
mandatory continuing education:  

55 
(45%) 

FY2008 Program Statistics  
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helping children in need has flourished 
through the hands of CASA.  We are so 
grateful for their continued support, Thank 
You for believing is us. 
 
CASA Cares 5K Run/Walk 

 

CASA’s 3rd Annual 5K Run took place 
April 27th, 2008! Just about 200 runners 
and walkers joined us for the 3.1 mile 
course.  Trader Joe’s and The Centre for 
Chiropractic Health were on site along 
with the G-Man from Radio Disney to get 
the crowd pumped up! Each runner re-
ceived a goody bag along with prizes for 
fastest time, best pony tail, pink socks and 
“most mature” !! The race was a blast and 
we are looking forward to next year al-
ready! So, mark your calendars for April 
26th,  2009!  We will see you out there. 

   
 

4th Annual Golf Outing at Stonebridge 
 
There is still time to register as an individ-
ual or team in our annual golf outing to be 
held at Stonebridge Country Club in 
Aurora on Monday August 4th.  Sponsor-
ships are also available.  For more details 
contact  Christina@dupagecasa.org or 
630-221-0889 ext 308. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Office Closures 
The CASA office will be closed: 
Friday, July 4th - Independence Day 
Monday, September 1st - Labor Day 
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