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Last July | wrote of the record breaking case numbers we are seeing within
CASA of DuPage County. If you don’t remember, we served a total of 276 chil-
dren last year with 112 sworn volunteers. We are currently assigned to 239 chil-
dren’s cases with 118 sworn Advocates. On Thursday, October 16™ we will be
graduating and swearing-in another 18 volunteers on their last evening of train-
ing. Itis a pretty safe bet that the majority of these
“newbies” will be getting case assignments in very
short order, and the surplus of advocates we expect to
have following a training session will be exhausted in
record time.

Many of our more experienced Advocates are already
doubling and tripling up, working with more than one
family unit. If the rate of cases entering the system
maintains at the current level we will need to consider
supplemental pre-service training opportunities in order
to keep up with the demand. We’ll keep you apprised
as such decisions are made, if indeed they become
necessary. Ruth is interviewing candidates for the next
pre-service class, which is tentatively scheduled to meet during the day for
three hours twice a week for five weeks beginning in February. This class will
be held at the CASA office. The best volunteers can often be found in our in-
ner circle of friends. So please remember to share your experiences

of being a CASA volunteer with those you work and play with. As al-
ways, powerless children need powerful friends.
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Being in the courthouse means we follow the court calendar of
holidays. The CASA office will be closed on these dates:

Monday, October 13" - Columbus Day
Tuesday, November 11" - Veteran’s Day
Thursday & Friday, November 27" & 28" -
Thanksgiving

Thursday & Friday, December 25" & 26" - Christmas
Thursday, January 1% - New Years Day
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Wednesday
October 22, 2008
"More Than A Few Good Men"

When: 8:30am - 12:30pm

Where: College of DuPage, Bldg. K, West
Commons, Glen Ellyn

Description: This is a half-day workshop
sponsored by Family Shelter. It features Jack-
son Katz, described on the flyer as "one of
America's leading male activists working to end
sexism. An educator, author and filmmaker, he
Is internationally recognized for his ground-
breaking work in the field of gender violence
prevention and education". The workshop is de-
scribed as "an eye-opening, interactive presen-
tation... that introduces participants to a creative
new way of conceptualizing the role of men in
what historically have been considered
women's issues". Obtain a registration form at
www.familyshelterservice.org.
Cost: $25 for COD students; $50 for others
CEC: 4 credits

Tuesday
October 28, 2008
Brown Bag
When: 11:30am - 1:30pm
Where: CASA Office
Description: Speaker Holly Bitner-Duck
with DCFS manages education and employ-
ment programs for DCFS youths aged 14 to
21. Her title is Transition Service Manager for
DCFS Down State Northern Region.

Holly is absolutely impassioned about older
youth and is committed to doing whatever she
can to help them realize their potential. She will
talk about programs and services that are
available yet unknown by many.

RSVP to Ruth at 630-221-0889 ext. 306

Cost: Free

CEC: 2 (Older Youth) Credits

Thursday
November 6, 2008

The Changing Nature of Children's Health: Un-
derstanding the Issues and Engaging Parents

When: 8am - 1pm

Where: College of DuPage, Student Re
source Center, Glen Ellyn

Description This Fall Conference Event is
sponsored by Positive Parenting. The morning
topics will include: autism, obesity, parental
depression and social emotional development,
child abuse and neglect, oral health. With lunch
there will be interactive stations covering
screening, mental health, parent education,
nutrition, community resources, and profes-
sional involvement. RSVP required to 877-411-
7273, or info@positiveparentingdupage.org.
Cost: Free
CEC: 4 credits

Friday
November 7, 2008
Forgotten Youth

When: 8am - 3pm

Where: College of DuPage, SRC 2800,
Lambert & 22nd Street, Glen Ellyn

Description: Second Annual Forgotten
Youth Conference; Presented by The Commu-
nity
Network Regarding GLBTQ Youth; focuses on
issues facing sexual minority and gender

variant youth. Register online at:

www.ncoyouth.org/lgbtg.htm.
Cost: $50
CEC: 3 credits

Thursday
January 22, 2009
Book Discussion Group

When: 7pm - 9pm

Where: Faith Lutheran Church, 41 N. Park
Blvd, Room 108, Glen Ellyn, lllinois

Description: "beautiful boy" - a father's jour-
ney through his son's addiction, by David Sheff.
RSVP to Ruth at 630-221-0889 ext 306.
Cost: Free
CEC: 3 Credits
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When the times are financially challenging, targets for budget cuts are sometimes identified by
the immediate relief that budget cut will provide rather than what the longer-term impact of that
action might be. It's one thing to give up movies and manicures, quite another to forfeit health
insurance and the purchase of prescribed medications.

At the public level, it is social services that take the big hit. A few weeks ago, Ginnie Seaman
spoke to our current training class about substance abuse. Ginnie is formerly of Project Safe,
where she had been Director of Women’s Services for about 13 years. She was laid off re-
cently (state budget cuts). In her presentation, she told us that studies have consistently sup-
ported that for every dollar spent in substance abuse programs, from $7 to $15 is ultimately
saved in other social services that become necessary when substance abuse treatments have
not been provided. The only dispute in these studies is not if money is saved, it is how much
money is saved. It says a lot when, to make ends meet now, the immediate dollar has to not
be spent in spite of the savings the spending of it would ultimately yield. It reminds me of the
perils inherent in the credit card cycle.

This is just one example of services impacted. DCFS is busily responding to these cuts as
well; while it will take months for the DCFS response to be known in its entirety, it is a given it
will be making do with a smaller staff. Actually, it already is.

To thicken the plot, there are some changes developing within DCFS that are independent of
the budget crisis. DCFS is in the process of re-evaluating the efficiency of safety plans. You
may recall that the majority of DCFS cases are not court cases; rather, they involve children
who remain with their parents or are in the care of a relative. The parents/relatives must
agree to a safety plan to avoid court. DCFS is finding that in many instances, the children in
safety plan cases are languishing, as the parents don’t make the changes necessary for the
case to close. They tend to maintain status quo indefinitely. More of these cases will be
brought into court either at the outset or after implementation of a safety plan.

Already, shelter cares are occurring at an astonishing rate. To accommodate this, we are
swearing in our class of trainees on the last night of training (October 16™) so we can assign
them to cases right away. It is likely each of the 18 trainees will be assigned to a case within
a week. And the soonest we’ll have another group of new advocates is March.

Combine more cases in the system with a reduced follow-up work force. If you have ever
guestioned the value of an advocate per family, question it no more.

Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in
elections once a year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day
about the kind of community you want to live in.”

- Marjorie Moore
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4th Annual Golf Outing at Stonebridge

Thanks to all who made our
4™ Annual Golf Outing a
success, we raised almost
$38,000 for general operat-
ing expenses!

Title Sponsor:
MedCore International, LLC

Foore Sponsors:
Schiller, DuCanto & Fleck, LLC
Renaissance Medical Group

Clubhouse Sponsors:
Bill & Lyn Shean
Borter Heating and Air Conditioning

Birdie Sponsors:

Anonymous

Casey’s Food Market

Walsh, Knippen, Knight and Pollock
Voltronics, Inc.

Nancy & Gary Gage

Hole-in-One Sponsor:
Crossroads Chevrolet & Buick

Hole Sponsors

Cerne & McSwain, PC

Cody Design Group

Gerry Cassioppi

J.A Gachette Contracts Consulting
Jim Healy

Helm, Mulchrone, Collins & Cooper Families
Jim & Sue Herrmann

Langan, Haeger, Vincent & Born
Bridgitte Larsen

Lynmar Lending Group

Kramer Tree Specialists

Terry & Wendy McCaffrey

Mary Pat Mittlestaedt

Quigley’s Irish Pub

Universal Financial Group

VOA Architects

Weiss, Sugar, Dvorak & Dusek

Event Sponsors:
Blistex

Clif Bar

Continental Airlines
Massage Envy
Neutrogena
Snyders of Hanover

Volunteers that assisted during the event

were: Nancy Battaglia, Jane Cox, Matt DeBoer,
Kristin Dixon, Barb Guglielmo, Karen Helm,
Dave Johnsen, Mary Anne Kiser, Kris Leston,
Denise Niesman, Kathie Paravola, Bryan Para-
vola, Eileen Petitto, Joan Ranz, Curtis Reed,
Amy Schwartz, Connie Shipman, Linda Skea,
Neal Stokke and Culen Thompson.

ol

With the Holiday Season fast approaching
please remember that you can support CASA of
DuPage by both searching and shopping on-
line.

By using GoodSearch.com in your quest for a
business or basic internet information, Good-
search.com will donate to CASA of DuPage
County! All you have to do is make Good-
Search.com your default search engine and
enter CASA of DuPage County as your charity
of choice on the GoodSearch.com page.

It couldn’t be easier!!

You can also help CASA raise money by shop-
ping on-line with iGive.com . Over 700 stores
have their items available for you to order.
Register with iGive.com and a percentage of
your purchase price will be donated to CASA.
By using both GoodSearch.com and iGive.com
you will help CASA of DuPage train and support
Advocates for neglected and abused

children.
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Powerless Children Need Powerful Friends

Case
Assignments

(N
THANK )/ YOU
Advocates assigned to

new cases were: Carol
Asselmeir, SallyAnn Bala,
Judy Bieniek, Marylu
Cloutier, Kim Cobb, Juanita

Collins, Marilyn Davis, Maria English, Kathy
Gajewski, Pat Green, Barb Gulick, Karen Helm,
Mary Anne Kiser, Karen Lutz, Wendy McCaffrey,
Susan McKenna, Maria McTarnaghan, Denise
Niesman, Carol Papke, Mary Pieters, Delanne
Reiss, Vickie Russo, Lois Seijo, Mishan Talbert,
Christina Thomas, Dick Winchell and Fran
Wisniewski.

Advocates whose cases have closed: Lisa
Hendrickson, Vanessa Luna, Wendy McCaffrey,
Denise Niesman, Joy Nunn, Julie O’Brien, Kitty
Pervan, Eileen Petitto and Lois Seijo.

Thank you for ALL you do!
Financial News

CASA gratefully acknowledges the generous
support of the following organizations:

DuPage Community Foundation - $8,060.00
Kohl's A-Team Foundation - $6,500.00

lllinois Attorney General - $4,000.00

Rotary Club of Naperville - $1,000.00

Central DuPage Kiwanis Foundation - $250.00
WHBC Kiwanis Breakfast Club - $150.00

lllinois Attorney General - VCVA grant - $16,000

o I3

Goodbye and Good Luck Christina...

Christina Thomas was with us just a short 9
months as our Fund Development Specialist but
she made a lasting impression on those she
came in contact with. Her energy and
enthusiasm were contagious. She was recruited
to work for the local Ronald McDonald House
Charities as their Director of Development.
Although Christina is no longer on staff at CASA,
she was assigned her first advocacy case, so we
will get to see her occasionally as she comes to
court for hearings. Good Luck Christina, we will

Happy Birthday!

Michelle Barrett
Judy Bieniek

Vicki Coletta

Marilyn Davis

Neeraj Arora
Paul Barrett

Mary Lou Cloutier
Juanita Collins

Sherry Donis-Norstrom Shevawn Everett

Erin Gilbert
Judy Green

Patrick Goonan
Pat Green
Sally Gunsteen Lisa Hendrickson

Mike Hoffer Pat Hooper

Mary McGinty

John Murphy
Denise Niesman
Deborah Oleskowicz
Gloria Pesce
Ramona Robert
Amy Schwartz

Ruth Trousil

Laura Weubbe

Carol Miecznikowski
Tom Murphy

Joy Nunn

Carol Papke

Chris Ricketts
Barbara Rupp
Dorothy Sonntag

Joan Wielgos
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The Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act has now been
signed into law! The legislation includes many significant improvements and opportunities
for children in the child welfare system. Since the legislation was signed after the begin-
ning of the fiscal year, most provisions will take effect January 1, 2009, rather than Octo-
ber 1, as anticipated. The legislation can be reviewed at http://thomas.loc.gov ; enter “HR
6893.ENR” in the search line, then check “search bill number”.

With the exception of the funding for adoption assistance and adoption incentives, the fed-
eral funding in this legislation is available to support only those children in the child wel-
fare system that are Title IV-E eligible. Specifically children whose families would have
met 1996 Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) criteria. This is estimated to
be between 40 — 60% of children in the child welfare system, depending upon the

state. States with federally approved Title IV-E plans receive quarterly reimbursements,
which the state must match. The committees with jurisdiction have expressed their will-
ingness in the next session of Congress to examine how federal support might be ex-
tended to support all children in the child welfare system.

We are disseminating this message to our broadest CASA/GAL email audience, so that
as many within our network are informed as possible. Many of you may have already re-
ceived the information below in previous emails from National CASA.

The goals and major provisions of the legislation follow:

Permanent Placement with Relatives.  Grandparents and other relatives who are
willing to become legal guardians for their relative children may be eligible to receive
federal assistance, at a rate similar to that provided for foster parents. This will result
in more permanent, loving homes for children whose family members would have had
a financial hardship to provide for their care on a permanent basis.

Maintain Connections with Siblings and Family. If it is in the child’s best interest,
states must make reasonable efforts to keep sibling groups together in foster, family or
adoptive placements. If a child has been approved for permanent placement with a
family member, the other siblings may also be placed with the family, and the federal
assistance may be provided for each child, as described above. A new Family Con-
nection grants program is established, providing funding for programs that provide in-
formation and resources to kinship families; intensive family-finding efforts; family
group decision-making; and family substance abuse programs.

Increase the Number of Adoptions for Waiting Childr en. An estimated 127,000
children are waiting for adoptive families. The legislation provides incentive payments
to states for every child that is adopted above the baseline of 2007 adoption num-
bers. The incentive is doubled for special needs and older children, and $4,000 for all
other children.
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Improve Outcomes and Transition for Older Youth. Research demonstrates
that outcomes for youth who remain in care to age 21 are significantly improved
over youth who leave the system at age 18. Beginning October 1, 2010, federal
funding becomes available to reimburse states that choose to support foster youth
beyond the age of 18, provided that the youth is involved in school, vocational train-
ing or employed at least 80 hours/month.

Improve Outcomes for American Indian/Alaska Native Children. Federal foster
care assistance has not been available to support foster care services for children
on tribal lands, unless the tribe had a special agreement with the state. Now feder-
ally recognized tribes are able to directly access IV-E funding to support children in
care on tribal lands, as well as a proportionate amount of Chafee Foster Care Inde-
pendence Program funds. One-time grants will be available to tribes to develop
their foster care plan, which may include data collection, agency and tribal court
procedures for case review, and cost allocations.

Improve Competencies of Individuals Work-

ing with Children Involved in the Child Wel-

fare System. Title IV-E funding will be extended
to states to support training of court personnel,
attorneys, guardians ad litem and court appointed
special advocates. The reimbursement rates
starts at 55% in FY 2009, 60% in FY 2010, 70%
in FY 2011, and finally at 75% in FY 2012 and
thereafter. National CASA and State CASA or-
ganizations are exploring how this may work in
individual states. We intend to provide more in-
formation before January, when it becomes effec-
tive.

Improve Education Stability and Coordination of Med ical Needs. The child
welfare agency should ensure that a child remains in the same school at the time of
his/her placement in foster care, if it is in the child’s best interest. The state may
utilize IV-E funding for transportation costs to assure the child is able to remain in
the school of origin. States must also develop a plan for ongoing oversight and co-
ordination of health care services for every child in foster care, in collaboration with
pediatricians and other experts.

All of these provisions can significantly improve the experiences and opportunities for
our children in care, though it will be several years before we may be able to measure
outcomes. It will also require some time before the US Department of Health and Hu-
man Services is able to develop guidance for states on implementation of many of the
measures, particularly with respect to allocation of IV-E funds.




