
 



��

 
 

 
From the Board President ...  

CASA Board of Directors  

Neal Cerne, President  
Russ Graunke, Vice President 

Curtis Reed Treasurer  
Allison DeBoer, Secretary 

Bryan Austin  
Tim Daw  

Jeanne Garris  
Michael Gresk  

Bob Kukla  
Connie Shipman  
Jeff Thompson  

Advisory Board  
Nancy Battaglia  
Martin Delgado  

General Counsel  
Elizabeth Bates  

CASA Staff  
Kay Hedeen, Executive Director  
Joan Ranz, Office Administrator  

Beth Brownson, Program Coordinator 
Kathleen Bondi, Advocate Supervisor 
Ruth Laughlin, Training Coordinator 
Kathie Paravola, Advocate Supervisor 
Christina Thomas, Fund Development  

        

CASA of DuPage County, Inc. 
505 N. County Farm Road 

Third Floor, Suite C  
Wheaton, Illinois 60187 
Office: 630-221-0889  
Fax: 630-221-0904 

www.dupagecasa.org  
Email: info@dupagecasa.org  

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

One of the joys of preparing an annual report is that it gives us the 
opportunity to look back and be thankful for all that has been accom-
plished. The past fiscal year was filled with wonderful opportunities and 
many challenges. 

With recent attention to the economic news focused on the failings of 
the mortgage industry, retirement plans and the stock market, it can be 
easy to overlook the very real danger that accompanies financial 
frustrations, …the potential increase of child abuse and neglect 

It is estimated that over three million cases of child abuse and neglect 
are reported every year - a startling statistic, for sure. According to the 
Illinois Department of Children and Family Services there were 3,707 
reports for DuPage County alone in 2006! CASA of DuPage County has 
witnessed the result of those reported incidents of abuse and neglect 
with an 81% increase in cases entering the juvenile court system over 
the past calendar year. 

I'm certain you are familiar with the saying, "It takes a village to raise a 
child."  It's an African proverb suggesting that the welfare and success 
of each child depends upon more than one person alone...it depends 
upon the support of an entire community. I definitely believe in that 
principle, and for those who want to help, there has to be a path we can 
take to reach the children in need. 

At CASA that path is volunteerism. It is a very personal and direct 
way of assisting children within your own community. These 
children have been thrust into the juvenile court system through no 
fault of their own. The volunteer spirit at CASA brings a voice of 
hope to children so they can look forward to futures with bright 
promises. 

With your help, this past year CASA of DuPage County was able to pro-
vide lasting change to all of the 276 vulnerable children in the DuPage 
County Court system who were facing uncertain futures. This was ac-
complished through the assistance of a community of highly motivated 
individuals committed to the idea that each of us can make a difference. 

You can help us to continue to serve these children in a variety of ways: 

- Make an individual donation in any amount; 
- Join our Friends of CASA organization by donating more than 
$1,000 annually; 

- Volunteer to help in the CASA office; 
- Volunteer to help at special events; 
- Help us establish a corporate relationship; 
- Volunteer as a Court Appointed Special Advocate 

We thank you for your past support and with your assistance we look 
forward to another successful year. 

 

Our Best Regards, 

 
Kay Hedeen Jeff Thompson 
Executive Director President, Board of Directors 
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More Program Notes from 2008...  
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We are partners in children’s futures…  

CASA receives first grant award from The Cole Exner Memorial Fund 
of The DuPage Community Foundation 

The Cole Exner Memorial Fund of The DuPage Community Foundation was established by Janie and Scott 
Exner of Lisle, in the name of their 22-year-old son Cole, who tragically died in a car accident two years ago. 
The Exners’ goal is to honor Cole’s memory by recommending grants from the Fund to support causes about 
which he was passionate, such as child abuse prevention and aiding at-risk children and their families.  

“Cole’s spirit and zest for life infected everyone he encountered,”  

 

said Janie “He was always the first to lend a helping hand. 
If Cole had known about CASA, I am sure he would have 
wanted to become a CASA volunteer.”  

On May 23, 2008, CASA of DuPage was selected as the first 
recipient of a grant from the Cole Exner Memorial Fund of The 
DuPage Community Foundation. Presenting the check to CASA 
Executive Director Kay Hedeen, center, appearing left to right are 
Kelsey, Shane, Janie, Scott and Vance Exner.  

Additional Foundation and Organization Support  

We gratefully acknowledge the following for their support of our efforts to bring 
court-ordered advocacy to the children of DuPage County:  

 
AT& T Matching Grant Fund  Glen Ellyn Infant Welfare Society  
The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation  Glen Ellyn Lions Club  
BP Foundation  Glen Ellyn Woman’s Club  
The DuPage Community Foundation  IBEW Local Union 701  
The DuPage County Bar Foundation  Illinois Attorney General  
The Humenansky Family Foundation  Junior Woman’s Club, Fifth District  
Kohl’s A-Team Foundation  Kiwanis Club of Downers Grove  
Naperville Noon Lions Foundation  Knox Presbyterian Church Women  
The Reese Family Charitable Foundation  MedCore International, LLC  
Robert R. McCormick Tribune Foundation  Naperville Evening Kiwanis Club  
The Topfer Family Foundation  Naperville Rotary Club  
United Way of the DuPage Area  Rotary Club of West Chicago  
Elmhurst American Legion Auxiliary  Schiller, DuCanto & Fleck, LLC  
Evangelical Covenant Church of Hinsdale  St. Isaac Jogues Church  
The Exchange Club of Naperville  Union Church of Hinsdale  
Exchange Club of West DuPage County  WHBCD Kiwanis Breakfast Club  
Chicago West Suburban Alumnae Chapter  Wheaton Junior Woman’s Club  
Exchange Club of West DuPage County   
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We are partners in children’s futures… 

Outing Stonebridge Country 

 

 
Our third annual golf outing at Stonebridge Country Club located in 
Aurora was a huge success, raising almost $47,000 in general operating 
support
be
course before the final hole was completed. 
 
A special thank you to board member Allison DeBoer, President and Owner 
of MedCo
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Lunch Sponsor Beverage Cart Sponsor
Maple Leaf Bakery Borter Heating & Air Conditioning

Contest Sponsor 
Renaissance Medical Group 

Hole Sponsors 
 

Anonymous  Kramer Tree Specialists
Bill & Lyn Shean  Langan, Haeger, Vincent & Born 
Casey’s Food Market  Mark Vend Company 
Cerne & McSwain, PC  Masterplan, Inc. 
Crossroads Chevrolet & Buick  Margaret Murphy, Morgan Stanley 
Event Network  Photogenic, Inc.  
Fast Signs, Naperville  Quigley’s Irish Pub  
First Choice Bank, Wheaton  Sodexho, Inc. & Affiliates 
G. F. Mann Agency, Ltd.  Jim & Sue Herrmann 
Gary & Nancy Gage  The Ricketts Family 
Indian Prairie Animal Hospital  Voltronics, Inc.  
Jack Costello  Weiss, Sugar, Dvorak, &

 

We are partners in children’s futures… 

3rd Annual CASA Golf 
Outing Stonebridge Country 

Club August 6, 2007  

Title Sponsor  

 

 
Our third annual golf outing at Stonebridge Country Club located in 
Aurora was a huge success, raising almost $47,000 in general operating 
support! Seventy-nine golfers endured extreme heat and high humidity 
before thunder, lightning and heavy rain caused everyone to flee the 
course before the final hole was completed.  
 
A special thank you to board member Allison DeBoer, President and Owner 
of MedCore International, LLC, who was the title sponsor again this year. 

Beverage Cart Sponsor 
Borter Heating & Air Conditioning 

Kramer Tree Specialists 
Langan, Haeger, Vincent & Born  
Mark Vend Company  

Margaret Murphy, Morgan Stanley  

 
Sodexho, Inc. & Affiliates  
Jim & Sue Herrmann  
The Ricketts Family  

Weiss, Sugar, Dvorak, & Dusek, Ltd.  
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We are partners in children’s futures… 
4th Annual CASA Cares 5K Run/Walk 

On Sunday, April 28th, over 175 participants ran and walked through the residential streets of Downers Grove, 
beginning and ending at McCollum Park. Thanks to the Village of Downers Grove, the Downers Grove Park 
District, the Downers Grove Police Departmen
“G-Man” from Radio Disney for assisting in the smooth running of the event and raising awareness of CASA’s 
mission to speak to the best interests of 

Celebrating Fifteen Years of Service to the Court 

 

 

CASA of DuPage County Board 
of Directors, from left: Cutis 
Reed, Neal Cerne, Allison 
DeBoer, Jeff Thompson, Tim 
Daw, Russ Graunke, and Connie 
Shipman  
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We are partners in children’s futures… 
4th Annual CASA Cares 5K Run/Walk  

On Sunday, April 28th, over 175 participants ran and walked through the residential streets of Downers Grove, 
beginning and ending at McCollum Park. Thanks to the Village of Downers Grove, the Downers Grove Park 
District, the Downers Grove Police Department, Runners Grove, Nike, The Center for Chiropractic Health and the 

Man” from Radio Disney for assisting in the smooth running of the event and raising awareness of CASA’s 
mission to speak to the best interests of abused and neglected children in DuPage County.  

Celebrating Fifteen Years of Service to the Court 

 

Advocates, Board, Staff and 
Friends gathered to celebrate 
fifteen years of service to the 
court at Arrowhead Golf Club 
in Wheaton, on April 19, 2008. 

Guests were entertained by 
sleight-of-hand artist Adam 
Sean, Kidz Kaberet of Naper-
ville and music was provided 
by Johnny B’s.  

From left, guests Margery and 
Gordon Schrubbe with Barb and 
Dick Galitz  

Guests from left, Larry Boward, 
Lynn Colby, Penny Boward and Ken 
Franklin.  

 

Guests Ed Hedeen and
Mayor Mike Gresk 

We are partners in children’s futures…  

 
On Sunday, April 28th, over 175 participants ran and walked through the residential streets of Downers Grove, 
beginning and ending at McCollum Park. Thanks to the Village of Downers Grove, the Downers Grove Park 

t, Runners Grove, Nike, The Center for Chiropractic Health and the 
Man” from Radio Disney for assisting in the smooth running of the event and raising awareness of CASA’s 

 

Celebrating Fifteen Years of Service to the Court  

Guests from left, Larry Boward, 
Lynn Colby, Penny Boward and Ken 

Guests Ed Hedeen and Wheaton 
Mayor Mike Gresk  



��

CASA of DuPage County, Inc. 
Statement of Activities  
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$500 - $101 
AT&T Matching Grant 
Bruce J. Adreani 
Lee Anderson-Yule 
Carol Asselmeier 
Pat Benton 
Mary Jo Blythe 
Marvin & Linda Bowen 
Matt Breslin 
Beth Brownson 
Careerbuilder, LLC 
Gerry Cassioppi 
Center for Chiropractic Health 
Arlene Chval 
Clarendon Hills Woman’s Club 
Kim Cobb 
Richard Cook 
Mark & Margaret Cornett 
John Costello 
Country Sampler Group 
Jan Ellingson 
Karen P. Elston-Davis 
Event Network 
Exchange Club of West DuPage County 
Fifth District 
Meg Forster 
Nancy Gage 
Charles & Loretta Galanti 
Dick & Barbara Galitz 
Glen Ellyn Lions Club 
Glen Ellyn Woman’s Club 
Judith Green 
Delta Greene 
Gloria Griseto 
Karen Hedeen 
Marcus K. Heinrich 
James & Marci Hofner 
Robert & Elizabeth Holland 
IBEW Local Union 701 
Judge Robert Anderson 
James Kazmier 
Orysia Killion 
Kiwanis Club of Downers Grove 
Knox Presbyterian Church 
William Kokum 
Curt Kramer 
Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. 
Langan, Haeger, Vincent & Born, Inc. 
Judge Patrick & Kristine Leston 
Judson Mann 
Erin McLaughlin 
Mary McSwain 
Barry Michael 
Rich Mikel 
Kenneth Miller 
Millenium Veterinary Services, P.C. 
David & Cindy Morgan 
Jan Moushan 
Naperville Noon Lions Foundation 
Denise Niesman 
Carole Pechi 
Photogenic, Inc. 
Nancy Quigley 
Steve Reitman 
Chris Ricketts 
Eileen Robbins 
Robert R. McCormick Tribune Foundation 
James & Mary Rudnicki 
�

Kent & Sara Scharringhausen 
Lois Seijo 
Ronald Severino 
Connie Shipman 
Sodexho, Inc. & Affiliates 
Steponate & Wasko, Ltd. 
The Humenansky Family Foundation 
Union Church of Hinsdale 
Allison L. Utne 
Debbie Val 
Mark Vend Company 
Joan Ward 
Steven & Deborah Wasko 
Wheaton Bank & Trust Company 
Fran Wisniewski 
 
Up to $100 
Joan Adams 
Patrick & Janet Ahern 
Bridget Anaya 
Mary Anthony 
Barbara Arrivi 
Amy Audiffred 
Melissa Auer 
Michael & Laura Baig 
Anne Baniewicz 
Linda Barrett 
Edward & Andria Barry 
Christopher Baukbach 
Jason & Rachel Bednar 
Patricia Bellock 
Lawrence & Kathleen Bending 
Lushone Bennett 
Robert & Kathy Bennett 
Nicole Benziger 
Blake Bercher 
Vikki Bercher 
Jo Bice 
Judith Bieniek 
Kathleen Bondi 
Marvin & Linda Bowen 
Lee Boyden 
Victoria Brackin 
Peter & Eileen Breeze 
Petey Briggs 
Marianne Brousard 
Alicia Bruce 
Lisa Buchanan 
Kelly Burling 
Diane Burt 
Virginia Campbell 
Heather Camren 
Paul Carmignani 
CASA of Cook County 
CASA of Lake County 
CASA of Will County 
Ronald & Arlene Cheff 
Chicago West Suburban Alumnae 
Chapter 
Melissa Childs 
Amit & Karen Choudhury 
Margaret Connolly 
Glenn & Elizabeth Cooper 
Mary Jane & Warren Crabill 
Randy & Kim Cronin 
Judy Curley 
Judge Linda Davenport 
Marilyn Davis 
Nancy Davis�

Matt DeBoer 
Thomas & Martha DeForest 
Kristin Dixon 
Gregory Doerfler 
Kellie Donlevy 
Suzanne Dooley 
Thomas & Kathleen Drouin 
Grant & Edythe Dudgeon 
James & Janice Ellingson 
Kathryn Engel-Accettura 
Maria English 
Evangelical Covenant Church of 
Hinsdale 
Daniel Fairbanks 
James & Emily Farley 
James & Deborah Fellowes 
Donald & Catherine Fischer 
Joseph Fortunato, Jr.  
Barbara Fried 
Kathy Gajewski 
Barbara Galitz 
Jeanne Garris 
Janet Gellert 
Erin Gilbert 
Silvia Golueke 
GoodSearch 
Craig Grannon 
Pat Green 
Paul & Vicki Greene 
Mike Gresk 
Randall & Karen Gula 
Sally Gunsteen 
Jeff Haeger 
Robert & Kathrin Haeger 
Pamela Hamilton 
Marion Harless 
Nancy Harte 
Julie Hawley 
Megan Heflin 
Shawna Heike 
Cheryl Henker 
Marti Henning 
Robert Hernandez 
Susan B. Hervey 
Robert & Amber Hodgkiss, Jr. 
Michael Hoffer 
Thomas & Sherry Hoffman 
Bernice Hofner 
David Hoh 
Bette Holcombe 
Jeffrey & Carol Holden 
Diane Hughes 
Henny Huizinga 
Richard & Elaine Hummer 
IGive 
Thomas & Donna Itrich 
Mary Jacobs 
Margaret Jandris 
Bethlyn Johnson 
Jim Johnson 
Scott Jones 
William & Susan Kamm 
Wynn Kamps 
Susan Kariott 
Cindy Kelley 
Deana Kelly 
Ramond & Janice Kelly 
Paul & Iva Kempf 
David & Susan Kennedy 
�
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Adelles 
Airborne Inc. 
All Flowers by Marisa 
Deann Alleman 
Alpha Baking 
Neeraj Arora 
B. R. Geusts 
Barnes & Noble 
Nancy Battaglia 
Geoff Bevington 
Bob Campbell Photography 
Bob Jung Painting 
Bravo Restaurants 
Valarie Voudreau 
Brook Shoes 
Brunswick Bowl 
Bruss Landscaping, Inc. 
Buffalo Wild Wings 
Bumble and Bumble Haircare 
Café Buonaro’s 
Carmex 
Carol Stream Ice Rink 
Neal Cerne 
Chicago Cubs 
Chicago White Sox 
City Club 

�

  
Conrad Hilton Indianapolis 
Mary Jane & Warren Crabill 
Culligan Water 
CW-X 
Dairy Queen of Glen Ellyn 
Allison DeBoer 
Diamond Mart 
Domo 77 
Edward Jones 
Elephant & Castle 
Fire House Limo 
Flexco Fitness Center 
Fox Bowl 
Jeanne Garris 
Good Samaritan Health 
Graham’s Fine Chocolates 
Hilton Minneapolis 
Hinkley Springs 
Jim & Marci Hofner 
Holiday Inn Select 
Hollywood Blvd. 
Hyatt Lisle 
Indian Boundary YMCA 
John G. Shedd Aquarium 
Kashwere 

�

  
Kiva Day Spa & Salon 
Klaus Mandl 
Massage Envy 
McAninch Arts Center 
Michael Graham Salon 
Naperville Running Company 
Nike 
Northwest Airlines 
Vic & Patricia Orler 
Oak Brook Country Club 
Dan O’Keefe 
Palmer House Hilton Chicago 
Paulette Tranquilli 
Positively Naperville 
Premier Design Jewelry 
Red Robin 
Delanne Reiss 
Rejuvenation 
Ron DaRosa 
Runners Grove 
Russ Graunke 
Ruth Lake Country Club 
Sandy Kupensky 
Santo Maria’s Ristorante 
Saucony 
Kent & Sara Scharringhausen 

�

 
Segway City Tours 
Ted Semon 
Connie Shipman 
Spa Constantine 
Suzette’s Creperie 
Tasting DeVine 
The Clay Studio 
The Club House 
The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess 
The Aubrey Sign Co. 
The Morton Arboretum 
Thia & Company 
Timothy Botts 
Trader Joe’s, Glen Ellyn 
Trader Joe’s, Downers Grove 
Traverso’s 
Tyler Creek 
Steven & Deb Wasko 
Anne & Bill Wentz 
Mike & Jane Whitman 
White Pines Country Club 
Whole Foods 
XIKAR 
Zanies Comedy Club 

�

�

Alexander King 
Michael Kirk 
Nancy Knop 
Susan B. Koller 
Ingrid Koperny 
Linda Krueger 
Rosemary Ladarola 
Eleanor LaFrentz 
Arthur Laschober 
Elizabeth Laughlin 
Steven & Tracie Leach 
Steven & Maria Leibold 
LEND 
Karen Lindflott 
Lombard Junior Women’s Club 
Craig Loveless 
Tom Mackey 
Margaret Manietta 
Madelein Marbach 
Susan Marello 
Kathryn Martin 
Stephanie Pace Marshall 
Wendy McCaffrey 
Joseph McCarthy 
Patrick McGleam, Jr. 
Susan McKenna 
Carol Miecznikowski 
Pamela Mitchell 
Phyllis Mokszycki 
Jessica Moorman 
Dennis & Katharine Morgan 
Kristen Morgan 
Morgan Stanley 
John Mulkerin 
John Murphy 
Scott & Kimberly Murray 
Joel Nathan 
Jennifer Nichols 
�

Ryan Nickchevich 
Thomas & Linda Noonan 
Catherine Nufer 
Julie O’Brien 
Pat O’Dwyer 
Lynn O’Keefe 
Katie O’Malley 
Carol Papke 
Scott Park 
Catherine Jo Parker 
Gayle Parker 
Pat Zanghi 
Julie Pate 
Luke & Kitty Pervan 
Eileen Petitto 
Sue Petkus 
Suzanne Petree 
Mary Pieters 
Sandra Pihos 
Elmer & Joyce Plumlee 
John Podliska 
Pompei Oakbrook Terrace 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Kristina Rachie 
Garneth Ramos 
S. Louis Rathje 
Jody Redmann 
Michael & Jean Regan 
Ramona Robert 
Boyd & Susan Roberts 
Elson Robinson 
Marcy Rohan 
George Rooney 
Pat Rose 
James Rudnicki 
Barbara Rupp 
Kent Scharringhausen 
Shelly Schmidt 
�

Vicki Sebela 
Eileen Setti 
Mark & Deborah Sleeper 
Nicole Smrha 
Judith Swanson 
Lenard & Grace Swanson 
Michelle Swanson-Mungerson 
Kathleen Thompson 
Mary Thornton 
Marion Tucker 
William & Mary Tupper 
Wayne & Sue Tysiak 
Bob & Jan Van Iten 
Drew Van Vooren 
Victoria Vasileff 
Betty Veihman 
Nancy Vlasak 
Russell Vondra 
Lance Walker 
Marjaorie Walters 
Eric & Karin Warden 
Tim Waterloo 
Robert & Julie Waterman 
Richard & Jodee Webb 
Kathy Wereszcynska 
Donald & Helen Westlake 
Laura Weubbe 
Bonnie Wheaton 
Lionel & Debra Whiston 
Carlos White 
John & Jo Ann Willand 
John & Jane Wilson 
Dick Winchell 
Alan Wojtowicz 
Stefan Youngbrandt 
Anne Zeidman�
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The family is both the fundamental unit of society as well as the root of 
culture. It ... is a pe rpetual source of encouragement, advocacy, assuranc e, 
and emotional refueling that empowers a child to ve nture with confidence 
into the greater world and to become all that he ca n be.  

~Marianne E. Neifert, Dr. Mom's Parenting Guide  

 
The single flame … a source of 

light, warmth and hope for those 
who are lost.  

Our appreciation to Tom Stalmach of Woodridge for so 
beautifully depicting The Light of Hope each child 

carries with him for a better tomorrow.  

 

......................................... 


